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opportunities for learning. When a scope and sequence are not taken into
account, there will be a risk of ad hoc content and the significance of learning will
be lost.

Scope and Sequence Matrix of the English Language Curricula in Jordan is
the main reference for the textbook designers to present concepts, skills, information
(knowledge), values and facts in these curricula. This document also presents a
practical and integrated framework to the language specialists to help them to design
language curricula, and Jordanian EFL teachers to help them how to teach the content
to the Jordanian EFL learners as well.

The Ministry of Education in Jordan took two main variables into account
when designing Scope and Sequence Matrix, the first one is the age of the learners
and the second one is the logical grading or sequence of content. These two variables
play a major part in organizing the content in terms of continuity, balance, integration
and need. Al-Malki (2020) stated that constructing a scope and sequence matrix is a
significant step in organizing content. It is also one of the main pillars of the General
Guidelines of the English Language Curriculum.

In conclusion, Scope and Sequence Matrix is highly significant since it is a
guiding map for the English curricula designers in Jordan. In light of this Matrix, the
English textbooks are designed for Jordanian EFL learners in all levels. It is an
intergraded and continuum chain of skills, concepts, topics, knowledge, values and
facts which cannot be separated from each other. Scope and Sequence Matrix is
similar to an inverted pyramid; the most fundamental knowledge, information,
concepts, topic, etc. are placed and presented first. Then, as the learners progress
through their levels, the knowledge, information, concepts, topics, etc. expand and
become more complex and detailed. Therefore, Scope and Sequence Matrix is built
consistently and logically in order to keep learning and teaching processes permanent
without facing any learning gaps.
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Sequence is the order in which content is presented to learners over time.
Legani (2013) stated that sequence emphasizes prerequisite learning which means
that an item is presented or taught to the learners because it provides a basis for the
subsequent experience in the learning process but more deeply and widely. Learners
have the ability to learn a new topic when they are exposed to the prerequisites
(previous knowledge) of that topic.

Richards (2001) indicated many criteria or principles that sequence may be
based on. These criteria are; simple to complex, chronology, need, prerequisite
learning, whole to part or part to whole and spiral sequencing. First, simple to
complex implies the difficulty level of content i.e. from easy to difficult. Second,
chronology refers to that the content is ordered historically in the real world, need
entails that content could be ordered what students most probably need outside the
classroom. Third, prerequisite learning implies that content is likely ordered to reflect
what is important first as a basis for the next step in learning. Fourth, whole to part
or part to whole implies that the entire organization of a topic could be the focus
before the bits and pieces or the individual elements are included. Finally, spiral
learning refers to that the items are recycled or revisited. However, the new aspects
of the item appear with the next appearances so that students are going to have the
repeated opportunities to learn these items. These principles were taken into account
when Ministry of Education designed Scope and Sequence Matrix.

Scope and Sequence Matrix

Scope and Sequence Matrix is a list of skills which is taught in a specific
lesson. Richards and Schmidt (2010, p.512) stated that scope and sequence is “a plan
for a course, curriculum or syllabus in which the content of the course (e.g. in terms
of topics, skills, functions, grammar, etc.) is organized according to the successive
units or levels in which they appear in the course”. It is also defined as an overview
or a chart of topics, concepts, knowledge, facts, values and attitudes presented in the
curriculum over a period of time (scope) and in a specific order (sequence) at each
level or class. It is designed by experts and specialists in the field of curricula and it
takes gradation, chronology, integration, balance, continuity and learners’ levels and
their competencies in the content through years into account.

Significance of Scope and Sequence Matrix

In 2006, the Ministry of Education built the General Guidelines and General
and Specific Outcomes for the English Language Curriculum. It is an official
document describes precisely and in detail the skills and knowledge that learners are
expected to learn or acquire at each stage, followed by a section called Scope and
Sequence. This section includes the specific outcomes which students are expected
to learn at each grade of each organiser (listening, speaking, reading and writing).

The importance of Scope and Sequence Matrix is “to provide documentation
that follows what is being taught, through what is known as ‘mapping’. Mapping is
broken down into months and contains lesson plan content, skills taught and
assessment of the skills that are the taught” (Ayash, Abu Hamdeh and Olayan, 2017,
p.11). In this way, Scope and Sequence Matrix should present the content logically
and systematically over years. In addition, it should respond to the learners’ needs
and their levels. Ayash, Abu Hamdeh and Olayan (2017) indicated that scope and
sequence order the content, support the students’ learning and offer sustained
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Scope and Sequence Matrix of English Language
Curricula in the Ministry of Education in Jordan
(Definition and Significance)

Khaldoun Ali Al-Janaydeh
PhD Graduate in TEFL / EFL Teacher
Al-Ramtha Directorate of Education

Introduction

Due to the recent developments in the English language curricula and school
textbooks, as well as responding to the future visions of the Jordanian educational
system, the Ministry of Education is concerned with organizing curricula and grading
the content to suit students’ growth and their cognitive needs to facilitate learning of
concepts, facts and knowledge which the textbooks include. Grading and organizing
the content assist learners to learn more quickly and easily. There are also interests
from curriculum designers to organise the content which plays a vital role in
determining the efficiency of the curriculum.

Subject knowledge content is the most significant component that forms the
school curriculum in which a set of knowledge, facts, skills and ideas that learners
acquire through years, this helps to achieve the planned objectives. Al-Heelah and
Mir’ei (2004, p.40) defined it as “a type of knowledge and information which are
selected and organised in a specific way, whether they are concepts, facts or main
ideas. Content is selected in light of objectives and philosophy of the society.”
Ornstein and Hunkins (2018, p. 234) stated that “Content (subject knowledge) is a
compendium of facts, concepts, generalizations, principles, and theories.”

One of the most prominent curriculum principles of organizing content is
from simple to complex, which is also called gradation or sequencing i.e. easier
elements are presented before more difficult ones. Bell (1981, p.15) stated that “the
usual assumption has been that a syllabus moves from simple to complex and that
that is identical to the movement from easy to difficult.” If the content is organised
in an unbalanced manner, the curriculum will be inefficient. Since content is a major
component of the curriculum, it includes concepts, knowledge, generalisations, skills
and their gradation through learning stages over years in light of Scope and Sequence
Matrix.

Definitions of ‘Scope’ and ‘Sequence’

Scope refers to the breadth and depth of the curriculum content which should be
covered at any one time (e.g. week, term, year, over student’s school life).Tyler in
Ornstein and Hunkins (2018, p.184) stated that scope “consists of all the content,
topics, learning experiences, and organizing threads compromising the educational
plan”. Goodlad and Zu cited in Ornstein and Hunkins (2018, p.184) referred to this
concept as “the curriculum’s horizontal organization”. According to Ornstein and
Hunkins (2018, p.184) “scope includes all the types of educational experiences
created to engage students in learning. It also includes both cognitive and affective
learning (and, some might, add spiritual learning).
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