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and guiding the professional development of teachers. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.
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behaviours during classes affect their ability
to understand .On the other hand the results
showed that: using new teaching strategies, using
reinforcement method and take into account
individual differences among students arent
enough to help students and reinforcing their
learning.

Students

The questionnaire showed some positive points,
most students strongly agree that they consider
English language is important for thier success
and they perform dutiesand homeworksregularly.
Parents

Most students strongly agree that communication
between their parents and their English teachers
makes them interested in the subject (English
language).

Then comes the parents knowledge of English
language, most students strongly agree that
parents lack knowledge of English language

hinders the development of their skills.

Curriculum

According to the guestionnaire students reported
that:

-Content of the text book isnt appropriate for
their abilities.

-Conversation exercises arenst enough to develop
their skills.

Recommendations

1- Large training program for English teachers
in using new teaching strategies effectively and
learn more about interactive learning.

2-Student must have ability to work hard. Working
hard can include doing home works regularly,
using library and internet to make projects, reports
and activities by themselves.

3- Parents should visit schools regularly, talk to
Englishteachersand involve with school activities
to learn more about their childrenss behaviours at
class and the types of activities they practice.

2
0‘0
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The study population

The study population consisted of all students
in primary mixed schools in Shoubak for the
academic year 20112012/.

Study sample

The study sample consisted of (72) students that
were selected randomly from six primary mixed
schools in Shoubak ( 1% grade — 6" grade).

We selected the sample from the schools that
participated in the workshop (we held at our
School) about students weskness in English
language.

Search Tools

Questionnaire was used as atool for the study.
The questionnaire was designed to include four
themes to identify the causes of weakness from
the standpoint of students.

Teachers

The behavior of the teachers

The use of modern strategies

Using reinforcement method

Classroom management

Take into account individual differences

Clearly answer questions

Students

The importance of English as a superiority
Prepare lessons

Performance of homework

Preparation of teaching aids

Review lessons daily

Parents

Four were identified paragraphs to discuss the
role of parents

Knowledge of English

Practice English with the children
Assistance in performing difficult homework
Communication with the English language
teacher

Curriculum

Textbook content

Conversation exercises suitable for students
capabilities

Help to understand grammar

Results of the study

Teachers
Most students strongly agree that their teachers




of Shoubak to reveal the rea reasons behind
the weakness of the English language students
in order to find the best ways to help them to
improve their learning and overcome the hidden
weakness.

Introduction to the study

1.1 Background to the study

Students in Shoubak have some weakness in
English language skills. Many weakness sides
were noticed by their teachers during primary
levels and during tawjihi exams especidly in
speaking, reading and writing skills.

1.2 Significance of the study

The study stands to assist teachers to better
understand themselves and their role and to
increase the awareness that the dissatisfaction
with students performance in these sKills
suggests many reasons.

- Teachers behaviour during classes

-A lack of curriculum design

- Teaching strategies at the primary levels.

- Educational level of the parents.

Objectives of the study

The study aims to identify the reasons behind
the studentss weakness in English language at
Shoubak Schools.

The question of the study is

Who is responsible about students weakness in
English language?

Limitations of the study

This study is limited to the students at primary
levels at Shoubak schools in the south of Jordan
at the second semester of the academic year
20112012/.

Importance of the study

1-The study helps to identify some of the reasons
for the low level of primary school students in
learning English.

2- The study presents proposals and solutions that
help to treat the problem of low skills of primary

school students in English language

3-The study may contribute to direct the attention
of those responsible for education and the need to
conduct several field researches on the reasons for
the low level of basic skillsin English language.

Literatural Review

We need English because it has become a lingua
franca (Ahmad khawaldeh, 2010) and it>sthe lan-
guage that can be used everywhere in the world,
it>s important for students who want to be suc-
cessful and join universities. Students learning a
new language need a great deal of language sup-
port. Those who teach students learning English
as their second language know that any language
support is crucia for students language acquisi-
tion. Therefore, English Language students need
avariety of language experiences. They need op-
portunitiesto hear, write, speak, and read English.
Learning English language affected by: the
learner, the curriculum, the teacher, methods and
teaching strategies, these components are sharing
the responsibility about students weakness.
(Ahmad khawaldeh, 2010).

Previous studies

1- A nearest study is one conducted at Amman
by Ahmad khawaldeh 2010 (the challenges
faced by Jordanian English language teachers at
Amman 1st and 2nd Directorates of Education.).
It investigated the challenges faced by English
language teachers, when | read it | found a link
with my study because the challenges which
teachers face are sometimes the same which
cause students weakness.
Challengesthatwerepresented by thequestionnaire
in this study. Among other, most of them focus on
the weakness in English, memorization method
used by students, the problem of covering the
curriculum within the limited time span and
the use of the English language as a mean of
communication.(Ahmadkhawal deh,2010).

I



The reasons behind students weakness in

English language at Shoubak schools

......................................... Eman YASEEN Rawashdeh

Shoubak Directorate
Aljuhair Primary Mixed school

Aforeign language can be quiet difficult especially
for young learners. Unfortunately, most of our
students don’'t seem to reach the level required
due to many reasons.

Students weakness in English language is a real
issue that causes alot of concernin our schools. A
better understanding of the reasons that influence
the student’s level in English language may help

to improve students performance and stimulate
teachers towards change.
The importance of this study liesin that it draws
the attention of those responsible for teaching
students about the hidden reasons that limit their
abilities and hinder their learning as required

The questionnaire was applied (randomly) to
six basic schools distributed on different areas
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